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Beating drums and waving flags, 21 activists made their way Sunday afternoon along Greenway Terrace and onto the campus of Alvernia University.

Although understandably road-weary, their pace was steady as they reached their destination for the day.

And their respite wouldn't be long: Today they'll be back on the road. There's not much time for rest when you've got 1,000 miles to cover - on foot.

The group is part of Footprint for Peace, an Ohio-based organization lobbying for nuclear non-proliferation. They are on a nearly four-month walk from Tennessee to New York.

Marcus J. Atkinson, international events coordinator, said the group started Feb. 13 from the U.S. Department of Energy's National Nuclear Security Administration's Y12 National Security Complex in Oak Ridge, Tenn. Their final destination is the Nuclear Non-Proliferation Treaty review conference in New York City on May 3.

Although they're carrying tents, they have yet to use them, Atkinson said, instead accepting offers of shelter and food from churches, schools and individuals.

"It's been incredible, the amount of hospitality has been amazing," he said.

Atkinson, an Australian, said Footprints for Peace is dedicated to a nuclear-free world, which includes eliminating nuclear power generation.

"The technology is the same technology," he said of nuclear power generation and weapons. "As we spread nuclear power to the world, we spread the technology for those countries to create nuclear weapons in the future."

During their journey, the marchers have held public meetings, including one Sunday night at Alvernia University. Another is planned today at The Hill School in Pottstown.

They recently stopped by the Three Mile Island nuclear plant near Harrisburg and plan to visit the Limerick nuclear plant Tuesday.

Atkinson said he and the group were pleased with recent efforts by President Barack Obama and other international leaders to curtail the spread of nuclear weapons, but he added that it's just the beginning of what needs to be done.

"It definitely doesn't go far enough," he said. "We're not going to get there instantly, but it is a small step in the direction we want to go."

Atkinson said the group supports renewable energy and hopes to convince the world to replace nuclear energy with renewable sources within the next 20 years.
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