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HARROGATE, Tenn. — Nearly 20 participants of the International Peace Walk Towards A Nuclear-Free Future were spotted in Harrogate on Wednesday, taking part in a three-month walk for peace.

The walkers departed from the Y-12 Nuclear Weapons Facility in Oak Ridge, Tenn., last Saturday, for the sole purpose of putting an end to nuclear weapons and power. The walk is scheduled to conclude at the United Nations building in New York City on May 1 just in time for the Nuclear Nonproliferation Meetings.

International events coordinator for Footprints for Peace Marcus Atkinson stated that the walk basically represents peace and solidarity. He explained that the Footprints fo r Peace Organization wanted to invite people from all walks of life all “to join in on a journey of walking in solidarity for a nuclear-free future.”

“This is a global issue and the walk has been joined by people from Australia, Japan and Europe, along with people from across the United States — including Indigenous peoples, religious leaders, Buddhist monks, students, artists and families all who want nothing more than a nuclear-free world for future generations,” declared Atkinson.
He said that the individuals involved in the march intend to raise awareness, and learn about the importance of alternative energy and sustainable lifestyles by exposing the deadly affects of the nuclear industry.

Atkinson went on to say that the march is an open walk— meaning that it is accessible to all and it focuses on creating a family-friendly atmosphere. He asserted that they have been working closely with local communities to help strengthe n the global fight to rid the world of its most dangerous, illegal and immoral weapons of mass destruction. Moreover, he said that on average, participants walk nearly 15 miles per day. Atkinson claimed that close to 1,000 people are expected to participate in his group's International Peace Walk, which will pass through six states and cover more than 700 miles.

Atkinson, a native of Australia, explained that he became involved with the Footprints for Peace Organization because he wanted to take a stand against the nuclear industry in Australia. He said that the industry has affected the aboriginal people of Australia in a devastating way.

“If ordinary citizens do not take a stand on these issues, we will never achieve a nuclear-free world,” added Atkinson.

He then said that his group has already endured severe winter conditions in their current pursuit for peace, but claimed that the journey must continue onward.

This issue is far too important to let snow and bad weather stop us from our goal of reaching New York for the Nuclear Nonproliferation Treaty review conference (NNPT) that begins on May 3rd at the United Nations,” Atkinson continued.

He went on to say that people in every community have been extremely generous and helpful — providing the group with shelter and warm meals.

“From community churches to local shops... the support in general has been massive. It’s really overwhelming.”

The Footprints for Peace Organization has been very active for the last five years, with walks from Dublin to London, through Ireland, Scotland and England; London to Geneva, through England, France and Switzerland; and Geneva to Brussels through Switzerland, Germany and Belgium.

The group will arrive in Pineville, Ky., on Feb. 19; Cumberland, Ky., on Feb. 24; Pikeville, Ky., on Feb. 27; and Ashland, Ky., on March 4. The peace group is slate d to arrive in New York on May 1, 2010 for NNPT review conference, which begins on May 3rd.

For additional information, contact Marcus Atkinson by phone at 513-313-9635, or visit the Footprints for Peace website at www.footprintsforpeace.net.
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