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Last Friday, members of the Catholic Students Coalition welcomed the weary travelers of the Footprints for Peace campaign to New Concord and the Muskingum University campus.

Footprints for peace is leading the International Peace Walk which began at the Y-12 Nuclear Weapons facility in Tennessee on Feb. 13th and passed through New Concord on Friday on their way to the Nuclear Non-Proliferation Treaty Review at the United Nations in New York in the beginning of May.

Starting the walk with about 20 people in mid-February, the group that made their way into New Concord was made up of 10 from around the United States and the World, including France, Australia, Arizona, Michigan and right here in Ohio.

This group is dedicated to making everyone more aware of the dangers of nuclear weapons and nuclear power.

“We are walking to raise awareness,” participant Art Brown, said. “ We want people to understand the destruction that nuclear power and weapons creates.”

The walk began at a prime example of this destruction, at the Y12 facility, where the atomic bomb that destroyed Hiroshima was produced, and has continued through Kentucky and Ohio and will lead the walk through Pennsylvania, New Jersey and New York before ending at the review session that only occurs once every five years.

Marcus Atkinson, an Australian participant in the walk, explained that every member of the UN Security Council has violated the Nuclear Non-Proliferation treaty including the United States, who is currently upgrading their weapons at this Y12 facility.

“This is something that I have become very passionate about,” Atkinson said. “Just by meeting people who are involved and seeing the destruction that Nuclear weapons.”

The destruction that nuclear weapons causes can be seen anywhere where the weapons have been tested or used including the French Polynesia, Australia and probably the most notable Japan.

“I have met a lot of people from Hiroshima and Nagasaki,” Atkinson added. “I’ve seen the effects that nuclear weapons have had not just on them, but on their children and their grandchildren.”

The International Peace Walk is a voice for the Mayor of Hiroshima, who heads the Mayors for Peace foundation.

Those walking in this peace walk are carrying with them a personal letter from the Mayor asking for the end of Nuclear weapons.

Along the way, Footprints for Peace is trying to get more mayors across the United States to sign with the organization whose aim is to have a Nuclear weapon-free world by 2020.

The Mayors for Peace Foundation is currently 3,600 strong, with mayors from around the world signed, only 110 have signed here in the United States, but footprints for peace hopes to improve that number through their walk.

“This walk is not just about nuclear weapons,” Atkinson said. “Nuclear weapons and nuclear power are like Siamese twins. Nuclear power leads to nuclear weapons.”

The group has walked about 450 miles so far with their halfway point, Bridgeport, in plain sight. Walking on average 15 to 18 miles a day.

They have taken shelter in churches and houses along the way, Muskingum University welcomed them into the Kelley Coffeehouse on Friday night, where students were welcome to come chat with them and come to better understand what they are walking for.

“I walk to hopefully inspire people to make positive changes to exist on the earth,” Art Brown said. “The power to change things lies with the people, not with the people who call themselves leaders in Washington D.C.”

They’ve had a lot of support so far from those passing by and hope to increase there numbers as they continue to walk.

“You see fluctuations in the numbers throughout the walk,” Jon Blickenstaff, an organizer of this walk noted.

“We are hoping to have about 150 people to walk into New York in May, but we are joining a group of thousands who will already be there.”

This is not the first trip down the road for the Footprints of peace organizers, they have waked from Dublin to London in 2007, London to Geneva in 2008 and Geneva to Brussels in 2009.

Footprints for Peace welcomes anyone to join them as they continue their walk through southeastern Ohio and beyond.

They just ask that you bring a positive attitude and your walking shoes.
To follow their journey to New York visit their website at www.footprintsforpeace.net.
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The International Peace Walkers, who entered New Concord to continue to promote a nuclear-free future, have been walking since Feb. 13 and will continue to walk until May.

