The Times – 04/03/2010

Group protesting nukes marches through county

IVEL – With banners rippling in the cold morning wind and the sound of drums mixing with the passing traffic on US 23, a group of activists passed through Ivel on Tuesday on their way from Tennessee to New York City to protest the use of nuclear power.

The group, known as Footprints for Peace, started walking at the V-12 Nuclear Weapons Facility in Oak Ridge, Tenn. on Feb. 13. The group hopes to arrive in New York on May 1.

According to information provided by Footprints for Peace, the group hopes to raise awareness about alternative energy and sustainable lifestyles while exposing the effects of the nuclear industry. The walk is open to all those who wish to join.

“We are walking to the Nuclear Non-Proliferation Treaty Review at the United Nations,” said Marcus Atkinson, international coordinator with Footprints for Peace. “We want to make people aware that this conference is happening. The governments of the world should make progress on their agreements that they made three decades ago on nuclear disarmament. The public will have to become involved in this. Our leaders will not disarm their nuclear weapons if we don’t stand up and demand they do so.”

Atkinson, a native of Australia, said his home country was one of the largest suppliers of uranium to the world.

“Nuclear weapons are a crime against humanity. The money they use to build them is taken from health care, education, looking after the elderly and the basic needs of a peaceful society.”

For more information on the walk, visit http://www.footprintsforpeace.net.

