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Alexandra Pais/New Jersey Local News Service Members of FootPrints for Peace walk on Route 22 in Bridgewater towards the United Nations in New York City from Tennessee for a nuclear free future. Their next stop is North Plainfield.
READINGTON -- About 20 students, Buddhist monks, artists and activists stood in a circle this morning in Whitehouse Station before slipping on their shoes and heading out to Route 22. They needed an early start if they were going to cover another 25 miles in their mission stop the use of nuclear power.

They are members of FootPrints for Peace, an Ohio-based organization that started walking two months ago from Tennessee to the United Nations in New York to spread their message against the use of nuclear energy and weapons.

“It is our responsibility to create a peaceful world for future generations, and if we are unwilling to take a stand, we can be sure our leaders won’t,” said Marcus Atkinson, of Australia, who helped organize the event.

The walk coincides with the Nuclear Non Proliferation Treaty Review Conference, held every five years, where world leaders work toward disarming and preventing the spread of nuclear weapons and technology. 

Walking roughly 25 miles a day at 3.5 miles an hour, members have traveled over 1,000 miles along highways, mountain trails and bike paths educating communities about nuclear power and alternative energy solutions. Last week, they stopped to protest at a nuclear plant in Limerick, Pa.

Flying Tiger Karate business owner Sam White, 52, of Oldwick, opened his Route 22 studio in Whitehouse to the walkers, who camped out in sleeping bags on the floor on Sunday night.

“I always try to remind my students that there are terrible things happening in the world, but there are things you can do to correct or prevent them,” White said.

The group stayed at White’s when they did the walk five years ago, and returned for a second time.

Members have sacrificed jobs, school, family and personal space to walk for the cause. Keeping stride with music and conversation, they carry tall flags and banners while waving to motorists on the roadways. They said pushing through harsh weather and swollen feet is worth it.

Rhianna Bahee, 19, of Flagstaff, Az, is an activist who wants to represent the younger generation in taking responsibility for preserving the earth.

“When I was younger I made the decision that I would take on this responsibility to help protect the future generations,” she said. “Just knowing that my nieces and nephews have a future that’s better than what it’s expected to be, that’s what I’m all about.”

In 2003, walk organizer Kerrie-Ann Garlick, 39, of Australia, met with Japanese victims of the Hiroshima nuclear bombing, and heard about the impact of plant explosions on health and the environment. She decided to join the cause.

With this week marking the 20th anniversary of the accidental Chernobyl nuclear reactor explosion in 1986 which caused widespread contamination and birth defects in the former Soviet Union, Garlick said she felt a special responsibility to urge leaders to cut off financial support to nuclear programs.

“They can make the decisions today to affect the future, and they really need to otherwise we will destroy the world,” she said.

Atkinson said three other walks in the U.S. –upstate New York, Massachusetts and Washington D.C. – will deliver tens of thousands of protesters to the U.N. on May 3 who will hand over a letter from the mayor of Hiroshima, Tadatoshi Akiba, endorsing a world free of nuclear weapons. The next stop for FootPrints in New Jersey is Plainfield.

“I think everyone wants a peaceful and just society to live in, we’re just not sure of how to get there and I think we need to come together more and spend time with each other to figure that out,” he said.
