Dear friends,

Here is our report on the visit to the ANDRA in Bure which we sent to the anti nuclear network in the Netherlands and Greenpeace (international).

Because we think the ANDRA may give this visit their own PR view, we think it is necessary that there is our own report.

Although our English is probably not perfect this can maybe a base for that.

For the people of Sortir du Nucleaire; possibly you can translate it to French. 

We wish you all the best, good luck and Success!!!

Rob and Elise

_____________________________________________

Report on the visit of the laboratory Andra; Agence Nationale pour la gestion des Dechets RadioActifs in Bure, France 

http://www.andra.fr/sommaire.php3

Proponents and opponents nuclear waste storage in Bure don´t come to agreement

Last Friday June 27th, an international group of antinuclear activists visited the Laboratory of Andra in the Northern French village Bure (at the border of the provinces Meuse and Haute-Marne).

This centre for research to the possibilities of end storage of nuclear waste, in clay layers 500 meters under the surface, experiences for many years opponents from the local population and opponent of nuclear power.

The international anti-nuclear march of Footprints for Peace and Sortir du nucleaire, which started on Tsjernobyl day (April 26th) in London and is on its way to the World Health Organization in Geneva (arrival July 18th), passed this controversial project last weekend.

Through contacts with the local groups of opponents (Bure Zone Libre, Maison de Resistance Bure, both part of the French anti-nuclear network ´Sortir du nucleaire´) a delegation of 16 persons could go on excursion.

The delegation guided by the two accompanying engineers of the Andra into the tunnels on 500 meters depth. These tunnels were stuffed with measuring equipment and scientific experiments that, on term, must give an answer to the question if nuclear waste can be stored safely this way.

Given the quantity of money which is pumped into this research project and given the big interests of the nuclear lobby and the associated politics to find a solution for nuclear waste it is predictable that the answer will be Yes.

By 2025 a larger mine should be ready for the end storage of at least the French nuclear waste and possibly also other (European) countries.

The engineers stated that only underground storage of the nuclear waste can prevent radioactive polluting in the future.

Although the engineers of course did their extreme best to point out the extended security measures and the thorough scientific research to this manner of storage, they nevertheless couldn’t persuade the opponents.

Only about the need to reduce energy consumption agreement existed.

The opponents indicated that the whole nuclear power chain of uranium mining, transport, enrichment, energy production, reprocessing, waste storage etc. is very polluting, risky and with a view on the future an uncontrollable process, that as soon as possible must be stopped.

Also the risk of a further nuclear weapon proliferation was indicated.

Of course a as safe as possible way of storing must be found, if ever that would be possible, for the already existing waste, but firstly we got to stop producing more of this deadly waste.

The literally and figuratively putting this waste under the ground , whereas simply will be continued to produce nuclear energy is also a form of green washing which gives the illusion of security.

Nuclear waste that remains partly dangerous for a period of ten thousands (240.000) years is an uncontrollable problem that for generations and generations and generations etc. after us will form a deadly problem.

Nobody, not even the best scientists, can overlook which developments (geological, socially etc) in such a period will take place and what kind of impact that will bring.

It is for that reason that the International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA) developed a pictogram to warn future generations for the dangers of radioactive waste.

A pictogram, because it is not to be predicted if now existing languages in the distant future will still be understood.

 http://www.iaea.org/NewsCenter/News/2007/radiationsymbol.html 

Our civilization and language would not be the first ones in history to disappear.  

Nuclear power is war with the future

Nuclear power was, is and will never be safe

Elise Leijten en Rob Boogert

bries11@euronet.nl + rboogert@xs4all.nl
020-6650273 - 070-3890235
